
June 16, 2015 

 

The regular Town Board meeting of the Town of Stony Creek was held on June 16, 2015.  

Supervisor Frank Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  

Members present: 

Councilman Nathan Thomas 

Councilwoman Doreen Ryan 

Councilman John Thomas 

Councilman Carl Thomas 

Attorney James Cooper 

 

May 19, 2015 minutes; corrections: 

Page 31 change shrubby to shrubbery. 

Page 31 change prerogness to correctness. 

Page 34 Supervisor Thomas stated Integrys he has, (insert not) done all the math. 

Page 36 Supervisor Thomas stated he will ask Gabrielle Imbarrato. 

A motion was made by Councilman Carl Thomas seconded by Councilman Nathan Thomas to 

accept the May 19, 2015 minutes with these corrections. 

 

081-15.  A resolution was made by Councilwoman Ryan seconded by Councilman John Thomas  

to pay the General Bills in the amount of $11,235.00.  Roll call vote, all in favor. 

 

082-15.  A resolution was made by Councilman John Thomas seconded by Councilman Carl 

Thomas to pay the Highway Fund bills in the amount of $5,579.59. Roll call vote, all in favor 

 

Town Clerk report: 

Conservation licenses   $    7.28 

Faxes            13.00 

Marriage License       17.50 

Total Town Clerk fees  $  37.78 

Dog Licenses    $100.00 

Total Town Revenues to Supervisor $137.78  

NYS Ag & Markets       20.00 

NYS Dept. of Health       22.50 

NYS Dept. of EnCon     124.72 

Total disbursed   $305.00 

 

Correspondence: 

Dog Control Log- May 2015 

Stony Creek Library- requesting Bed Tax funds in the amount of $500.00 for a Plein Air Show. 

This will be to cover advertising expenses, light lunch and refreshments for the artists, pop-up 

tent and miscellaneous supplies and materials. 



Knowlhurst Baptist Church-permission to use the town park pavilion August 30, 2015 for their 

annual picnic. 

Stony Creek Fire Co.-permission to use the town field and pavilion for a car show on September 

13, 2015 with a rain date of September 20, 2015 also requesting Bed Tax funds in the amount of  

$5827.00, to be used for giveaways, trophies, prizes and advertising, etc. 

Ronda Thomas permission to use the park pavilion September 19, 2015 for an Anniversary 

Party. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman Nathan Thomas seconded by Councilman Carl Thomas 

authorizing the following: 

Knowlhurst Baptist Church-permission to use the town park pavilion August 30, 2015 for their 

annual picnic. 

Stony Creek Fire Co.-permission to use the town field and pavilion for a car show on September 

13, 2015 with a rain date of September 20, 2015. 

Ronda Thomas permission to use the park pavilion September 19, 2015 for an Anniversary 

Party. Roll call vote, Councilman Carl Thomas-Yes, Councilman John Thomas-Yes, Councilman 

Nathan Thomas-Yes, Councilwoman Ryan-Yes, Supervisor Thomas-abstained. 

 

Old Business: 

Workplace Harassment: 

Supervisor Thomas reported from the last meeting the board reviewed a couple policies and 

didn’t find them to be suitable. He did get one from Warren County.  Its five pages long 

including one page is the compliant sheet.  It is quite a lot simpler but it doesn’t really spell out 

any remedial action of what the Town Board would want to do or who’s going to investigate.  It 

does well for the county but really doesn’t do for the town.  He went through his copy and 

crossed out county and inserted town, took out some dept. heads and dept. supervisors and under 

Workplace Harassment prohibited he crossed out dept. supervisors and put in Town Officials, 

and Warren County Dept. Head of Human Resources Director and inserted Members of the 

Town Board. He took out one sentence and put employees should speak to a member of the 

Town Board. He doesn’t know how the Town Board may want to set this up.  He thought maybe 

a committee and if the committee can’t make any progress then the whole board should hear the 

issue.  It mentions if the employee is still dissatisfied the compliant will be presented to a 

mutually agreed on representative who will review the employees concerns and respond within 

30 days.  He put define “Mutually Representative” because he’s not sure who that would be. He 

thought the complaint sheet was pretty straight forward.  As far as remedial action, punishment 

or anything like that it really doesn’t go in to that. But it is a little convoluted then the other two 

policies. 

Attorney Cooper stated when Supervisor Thomas sent this over he read it over and noted and 

made the same observations the Supervisor did. There is no scale of responses. There is no 

indication who makes the decision.  He likes the idea of a committee of the Board. With no range 

of corrective measures, he just wrote down four that he thought of. First you might start with 

admonishment, then go to reprimand, suspension without pay, and then termination.    



It wouldn’t have to be done in that order, just what the Committee found. Depending on the 

severity of the incident, you could probably go right to termination.   

He thinks whatever we do we’re kind of walking a tightrope between the Constitution, which 

says “you can’t deny somebody of life, liberty or prosperity without due process of law.” And we 

have to make it clear nothing in here gives them the right to evidentiary hearing because that 

could get expensive for the town.  They would have to hire a steno and work out some procedure 

for allowing the two sides to present their proof, maybe be represented by Counsel.  He doesn’t 

know if you want to go down that path, but by the same token you take someone’s job away 

from them it’s a pretty serious matter and they should be entitled to at least some kind of 

guarantee that their arguments will be heard fairly. So that’s an issue.  The last thing he noted 

and thought about it after the last meeting is that we have a Collective Bargaining Agreement 

with the union, with the Highway Dept.  There must be provisions in there for disciplinary 

actions against the members, which supersedes what we’re going to do here and thinks we 

should take a hard look at that before we come up with an inconsistent program or say that these 

rules and regulations don’t apply where the disciplinary process has already been covered with 

the Towns Collective Bargaining Agreement with the Highway Dept. Employees. Those are the 

issues he observed. 

Supervisor Thomas asked if the board feels this is something we can build on or is it out of the 

question.  He is looking for direction before he goes spending a whole lot of time on it. 

Councilman Nathan Thomas stated it looks like something to build on, most employees he 

worked for had them.  Like Attorney Cooper said the hardest part is enforcing them or setting up 

the guidelines and definitely review the union contract. 

Attorney Cooper stated you’re paying him to be a lawyer so he asked himself, what happens if 

the employee at the end of all this process is not satisfied, the compliant or the person who’s 

being subject to this inquiry. We’re all done, we’re finished with our sanctions, and maybe it’s 

just a slap on the wrist or call it admonishment or something. What’s to keep him from bringing 

an article 78 proceeding, saying the town’s decision was arbitrary and capricious?  He doesn’t 

think anything. It’s been pointed out that it’s not his function to make policy suggestions to the 

board on political issues but like other he would like to keep it hands off on this whole subject 

area.  But it seems to be unavoidable because our insurance company wants us to do something 

and the barbarians are already over the wall so you have to do something to deal with the 

situation that exists in 2015. 

Supervisor Thomas stated whatever we do it needs to be relatively easy to understand and 

straight forward.  He doesn’t want a policy that’s going to take a lawyer to decipher what they 

mean, that’s his idea, and it should be clear cut. 

Councilman Carl Thomas stated he has to agree with Attorney Cooper. Where is the end of it?  

It really doesn’t end, it can go on and on.  God gave us simple rules and regulations and we 

couldn’t follow them so we just add and add. 

Councilwoman Ryan stated we could take it to a certain limit then say that’s all we’re going to 

do, take it elsewhere, or is it something that has to be taken care of?  Supervisor Thomas stated 

he thinks the town can do whatever it pleases. If that’s all the town wants to do, is set a certain 

limit as what you want to do. 



Councilwoman Ryan stated to go up to the reprimand part.  If it’s something more serious then 

that they may have to take it to court themselves. 

Supervisor Thomas stated if there not satisfied they can file the Article 78. But he does think the 

town opens itself up so some liability if it doesn’t have any policy because the person could turn 

around and say well your my employer, you let this go on, you had no policy to deal with it, you 

didn’t deal with it and they will be suing us.  That’s why the insurance co is saying what they’re 

saying.  They are saying you have no policy so you’re opening them up to liability claims. 

Councilman John Thomas asked what point does this all change from an internal investigation to 

a criminal.  What level does it change where the cops will be called or whatever?  Where does it 

leave our hands and go to someone else.  Supervisor Thomas stated that’s a good question.  

Councilman John Thomas stated we don’t want to overstep our bounds and be stuck in 

something we shouldn’t be stuck in. 

Attorney Cooper stated you can put in some palliative paragraph that says something, that if the 

compliant is still dissatisfied with the decision of the Board, they can attempt to file a criminal 

complaint or file a complaint with the Warren County District Attorney’s Office for violation of 

the Penal Law. If they feel that’s justified it will get it out of the town’s lap anyway, depending 

on the seriousness of the incident. 

Supervisor Thomas stated he thinks we would rely on Counsel on some degree, whatever 

happens was done serious enough we should be involved. Councilman John Thomas agreed. 

Councilman John Thomas stated maybe we should put in there we should have Counsel look at it 

before we take action. Supervisor Thomas added before we proceed. 

Councilman Carl Thomas stated that’s like you do a nice review before you get the preliminary 

done, that’s what your supervision or town board is for.  We address an issue we don’t have right 

now.  The issue is because the insurance co. wants insurance that’s what it’s about. 

Attorney Cooper stated you don’t have any women working on the highway dept. That’s where 

most of these complaints arise from, unless there was something going on that doesn’t appear on 

the surface. Let’s say there was course of action where somebody was being bullied because they 

were Irish or something.  This is supposed to be broad enough for things like that.  That wouldn’t 

fall under the Penal Law but it would be something the Town Board should straighten out 

ultimately, if the Highway Superintendent couldn’t straighten it out.  Attorney Cooper offered to 

work up ideas for the next Town Board meeting. As far as remedied are concerned maybe some 

other kind of language.  He will try not to put too much lawyering into it 

 

NYS DEC Order on Consent: 

Supervisor Thomas reported he received a letter from NYS DEC Office of General Counsel in 

Region 5.  It was sent to Attorney Cooper and addressed to himself (Supervisor Thomas). The 

letter read: 

• Regarding the Town of Stony Creek DEC Case # R5201105311048 Order on Consent; 

• Based on a review of the information the Town has provided to document compliance 

with the remedial requirements of the above reference Order on Consent, The 

Department has determined that all requirements of the Order on Consent has been 

satisfied.  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter the case if now closed. 

This is from Michelle Crew Regional Attorney Region 5. 



 

Attorney Cooper stated some months ago we received a similar letter from the Director of 

Region 5. One hand may not know what the other has done. He left the door open for a thirty 

month period, where we had to notify them if we were going to do any work on the edges of 

roads that go through forest preserve and get a temp permit.  When Supt. Bradley has been asked 

about this in the past he didn’t foresee anything like that coming up in the thirty month period.  

So that probably is still running. Nobody should take this as, they have to catch us again in the 

future if they want to do anything, because if they do catch us again he doesn’t think the thirty 

month or this letter will help in any way. Supervisor Thomas agreed he doesn’t think we’re free 

to do what we want.  Councilman Carl Thomas stated that legally covers the one violation 

doesn’t it? That’s the one that’s closed now. Supervisor Thomas stated this was the temp. 

revocable permit, the fuel tanks and the floor drains at the highway garage.  Attorney Cooper 

stated there was about a half dozen technical violations.  Councilman Carl Thomas stated this 

letter is addressing those issues there, saying there done. Attorney Cooper and Supervisor 

Thomas stated yes. 

 

Tax Freeze Efficiency Plan: 

Supervisor Thomas gave copies of the plan to the Town Board that he submitted to the NYS 

Division of Budget:  2014 Tax Levy subject to the Tax Cap $763,964.00. 1% of the Annual 

Savings target $7639.00. He put in four actions:  

1. Cooperative Agreement; Procurement: which is the NYMIR (New York Municipal Insurance 

Reciprocal) Property and Casualty Insurance $4,013.00. 

2. Efficiency; Police and Fire: Town Contracts for fire protection with the Stony Creek Vol Fire 

Co. The town pays for worker comp. for the fire dept. obtained through the county self-

insurance. A recalculation of the formula has resulted in yearly savings $4,766.00. 

3. Efficiency; Culture and Recreation: The Town will no longer fund the Summer Concert series 

from the General Fund Tax Levy $6000.00. 

4. Efficiency; Utilities: The town will research and seek to switch from fuel oil heat in the 8,000 

sq. ft. highway garage to a wood gasification system which burns wood completely. Cutting the 

cost of heating the building will be an estimated 30%. $3,725.00. 

Total savings will be $18,504.00 which is a difference of $10,865.00 from the 1% of the Annual 

Savings Target of $7639.00.  

Supervisor Thomas stated we submitted our Efficiency Plan and we had to do this so the 

taxpayers would get their rebate check this Fall. In order for them to get a rebate check we have 

to increase the tax levy above what it was this year so that the State will make up the difference 

in the tax levy. That is what the rebate is based on. On one hand they want you to save 1% on the 

other hand, they want you to raise taxes so they can issue you a $10.00 rebate check to each 

taxpayer above the levy that you already have. 

Attorney Cooper stated the concert series in the park is pretty popular, you will probably get 

feedback if you’re not going to fund this. Supervisor Thomas stated he said it wouldn’t be taken 

out of the General Fund but will probably fund it under Occupancy Tax. 

 

 



 

4th of July Town-wide picnic: 

Councilman Nathan Thomas will check into the tarps, and grill. Supervisor Thomas reported the 

Roadhouse Band will be playing again this year. The Stony Creek Market will prepared the 

salads, The Town Clerk will make the beans and the Community Church will also have their 

sno-cones, popcorn and the bounce house. This will be held Saturday July 4th at 11:00AM-

4:00PM. 

 

Lifeguard: 

Gabrielle Imbarrato will be the lifeguard. She will start June 25th, 2015. Hours will be  

Monday-Saturday 12:00-5:00 PM. 

 

Gill Bridge: 

Mr. Johnsen who owns property on Gill Road would like to know what the status is on the Gill 

Bridge.  Supervisor Thomas stated he hasn’t heard back from the engineer, as soon as he does he 

will be able to tell him better. Mr. Johnsen asked when he contacted the engineer.  Supervisor 

Thomas stated the last time was about two weeks ago.  Mr. Johnsen stated it shouldn’t cost a lot 

of money to repair that bridge. Supt. Bradley said he had the money to do it. Supervisor Thomas 

stated yes he did say that. 

 

Committee reports: 

Mini Park-four corners: 

Supervisor Thomas stated CLA is waiting for Mr. Barrass to do the survey and CLA won’t move 

forward until they receive the survey. 

 

Town Park; Pavilion ceiling and Kiosk:  

Pavilion; Supervisor Thomas reported last month the tongue and groove was put up, there are 

eight recessed lights with dimmer switches, it’s not painted or stained yet and they are I the 

process of putting in new outlets. 

 

Kiosk: This was built by Warren County with grant money that Warren County received from 

the First Wilderness Heritage corridor. There will be four informational panels pertaining to the 

town and to the corridor  

 

Francis Dean Trails: 

Supervisor Thomas reported one of the wagons have been reconditioned, which sits in the field. 

This is the last year of the grant. They have a second wagon in the process of being repaired.  

They have been working on the trails on the opposite side of the road. They aren’t completed yet 

but that are getting to that point.  The picket fence has been extended from where the trail enters 

Lanfear Road down to Mr. Muhl’s property.  They are constructing an arbor over the trail where 

it comes off of Lanfear Road.  They are going to get extra stone and rubble and stock pile it so 

to have some on hand.  The grant will pay for 50% of this.  They are going to construct some 

boardwalk on the side they’re working on now in wet spots.   



They anticipate people walking around in that area.  He still has to get signage for the trail 

system and they are working on items to put on the kiosk. 

 

Communications: 

Supervisor Thomas reported that Warren County is in the process of upgrading its 

communication system, towers and equipment.  They had a company that did a study on it and 

estimated, depending on if they went with all digital analog or partially digital, between $6-8 

million dollars for the total project.  The County Board has a resolution of $600,000.00 before 

them on Friday which will be authorized for a couple of towers, however the County has applied 

for a $1.9 million dollar grant.  A decision is expected in December.  They are attempting to 

locate a site in town here however, they would like it to be on town property or government 

property so they don’t have to pay a fee.  It needs access to electric and fiber optics or else a high 

enough to be a line of sight so they can get a microwave signal from Prospect or Gore Mountain. 

Councilman Nathan Thomas asked about State Land, how much would they have to pay?  

Supervisor Thomas stated that’s an idea too.  Frontier is installing fiber optics on Harrisburg 

Road.  Mrs. LaGrasse stated Lanfear Road has fiber optics.  Councilman John Thomas stated it 

runs through up to the Great Lakes where it stops.  Supervisor Thomas stated the next thing 

would be accessing it and it’s good to know and good they are extending it up Harrisburg Road.   

 

Building; Town Hall:  

Generator:  Supervisor Thomas stated the generator in back, it comes on fine but it’s not shutting 

down on its own when the power comes back on.  Someone has to come down and shut it off.  

He believes it’s something in the control panel.  He called Gross Electric and they recommended 

a gentleman to him that they call when they have to get inside the panels.  So he needs to call 

that person and he isn’t sure how much they will charge.  He thinks there is a problem with the 

relay or an item, it’s not pulling the solenoid back to cut off the fuel. 

 

Highway garage: 

Supervisor Thomas stated in the bills you may have notice bills for paint and other items.  The 

highway crew has striped the garage floor and ground down some of the cracks, filled the cracks 

with filler and painted the floor.  It’s been three years since it’s been done and will help keep the 

salt out of the floor and help keep it from breaking up. 

 

North Country Gateway Counsel: 

Supervisor Thomas reported this is a group formed by Ed Bartholomew. It covers Warren, 

Washington Counties, Towns of Hadley, Day, Corinth, Moreau and So. Glens Falls.  They got a 

Federal Grant from HUD to study the region on various items.  Their website is www.agcny.org.  

They just completed the study and the short version is housing, transportation, economic 

development overall, broadband, infrastructure sewer and water requirements. What it does is 

makes the Planners think what needs to be done to make the region prosper. These are on their 

website.  They have received money for sewers around the Glens Falls and Fort Edward area. 

They are seeking money for broadband because the Governor has money for that. It is an 

interesting organization and hope good things come from it. 



New Business: 

Occupancy Bed Tax request: 

Stony Creek Library 

083-15. A resolution was made by Supervisor Thomas seconded by Councilwoman Ryan  

Authorizing the expenditure of Bed Tax Funds in the amount of $500.00 to the Stony Creek Free 

Library for a Plein Air Show. This will be to cover advertising expenses, light lunch and 

refreshments for the artists, pop-up tent and miscellaneous supplies and materials. Roll call vote, 

all in favor. 

 

Cindy Cameron, Town Historian was present to explain the Bed Tax Fund request. 

Mrs. Cameron stated they will be having their 3rd Annual Ranches, Rodeos and Wranglers event.  

She is requesting money’s to produce another book for advertising. Also last year they passed a 

resolution for the 90 Years of the Western Heritage and for the National Day of the Cowboy.  

They are doing events Friday, Saturday and Sunday is the big event.  Friday and Saturday night 

they will have the rodeo at Painted Pony.  Saturday they are having speakers at Gailey Hill.  

They will have Cowboy Coffee at the Stony Creek Marketplace.  On Sunday they have had 

between 200-250 people come to a reunion and have different people that speak.  They gave out 

the Hall of Fame for the Adirondack Cowboy, Cowgirls.  They have someone who draws 

characters of different cowboys that are there.  There’s entertainment. They have a guitar and 

fiddle player that walk around.  They will have a buffet dinner this year.  Some of the hi-lights 

that they will talk about is Hidden Valley Ranch and Warren County Mounted Sheriff Patrol.  

Steer-wrestling is the rodeo event.  They will be talking about the different ranches in the area.  

So her request is $500.00 to prepare another book.  It will say on the inside cover that the Town 

of Stony Creek is helping to fund this and the books are well received. 

 

084-15.  A resolution was made by Councilman Nathan Thomas seconded by Councilman Carl 

Thomas Authorizing the request from Cindy Cameron for the expenditure of occupancy bed tax 

funds in the amount of $500.00 to be used to fund this year’s booklet, which will include 

advertising, layout and design for the 2nd annual ranches, rodeos and wranglers event to be held 

on Sunday July 27, 2014 at the painted pony ranch.  

Discussion:  Councilman Carl Thomas asked where the main activities are. Cindy Cameron 

stated at Painted Pony Ranch and the other two will be the Marketplace Saturday morning and at 

9:00 they go to Gailey Hill.  Councilman Carl Thomas stated Painted Pony is where you would 

have the fiddlers. Mrs. Cameron stated yes.  Roll call vote, all in favor. 

 

085-15. A resolution was made by Councilman Carl Thomas seconded by Supervisor Thomas  

Authorizing the expenditure of bed tax funds to the Stony Creek Fire Co. Car Show in the 

amount of $5827.00, to be used for giveaways, trophies, prizes and advertising, etc. 

Roll call vote, all in favor, with Councilman John Thomas, Councilman Nathan Thomas, 

Councilwoman Doreen Ryan stating they are members of the Stony Creek Fire Co.  

 

From the Floor: 

Carol LaGrasse submitted a following letter regarding the Youth Program-Wolf Presentation. 



 

 



 
 

 



 
 



Councilwoman Ryan stated she was at this program and there were a lot of adults there. So it 

defiantly wasn’t for kids.  The youth program always welcomes everybody.  Mrs. LaGrasse 

didn’t know adults were welcome until she got the note and it was too late to plan to come. 

Councilwoman Ryan stated it was a youth but it was also the library.  Mrs. LaGrasse stated she 

didn’t know it was a library program she thought it was a youth commission. Mrs. LaGrasse 

stated how would a person know that?  She is explaining of how see learned about it and why 

she wasn’t there.  She would have liked to have been there but she had to find out later what the 

thing was about. Mrs. LaGrasse stated that Councilwoman Ryan was truly inaudibly and she is 

speaking distinctly now and had to find out later what the thing was about. Councilwoman Ryan 

stated she can contact the Youth Director or the library. Mrs. LaGrasse stated she did call the 

town hall and was given the information she thought fulfilled the answer to her question.  The 

library doesn’t correspond to well to phone calls, lately all her calls have gone unanswered.  

Supervisor Thomas stated he did have a conversation with the Library Director, Lisa Bartow and 

she indicated that Mrs. LaGrasse did send a letter to her.  Mrs. LaGrasse stated she sent it to 

Patrice, but she is glad Lisa Bartow did get it because she didn’t answer her phone calls.  

Supervisor Thomas stated she indicated to him that she is a farmer and agriculture person. She 

didn’t feel it was a political agenda attached to the presentation. She wouldn’t have tolerated that 

she would have spoken against it because she has farm animals and she knows wolves will do 

that.  He can’t really say, he wasn’t there, he just had a conversation with Mrs. Bartow.  Mrs. 

LaGrasse appreciated him telling her what they conversed about. That group is making a number 

of presentations as reported in the paper.  It’s hardly about wolves, it’s quite one-sided, what she 

was able to read about.  The website she read verbatim without being biasing further then their 

statements. 

Councilman Carl Thomas stated he was here for most of it.  It was a good presentation. It was 

standing room only for most of it.  The wolf is two million years old. It was a presentation more 

to children then adults.  You can train children when there young on political agendas too but it 

wasn’t geared to that he didn’t think. It’s more to the habitant and things like that and didn’t 

think it was a bad presentation.  Supervisor Thomas thanked her for her concerns. Mrs. Lagasse 

stated she didn’t think his replies and looking into it are deeply enough.  It’s a public relations 

campaign for the wolf and the same thing has been done in the west, according to her friends out 

there.  They try to sweeten people from the wolf and make them less suspicious.  Councilwoman 

Ryan stated he didn’t talk about reintroducing.  He talked about the species we already have in 

the Adirondacks.  Mrs. LaGrasse stated that’s what they are saying.  There are very few 

surviving wolves in the Adirondacks.  They come across and one reason or another they don’t 

make it.  It’s not a question of extirpation of the wolf, it’s a question of, if you read the 

Environmental Literature, they don’t even deal with the extirpation only in passing.  The issue in 

their point of view is restore wolf population from Canada all the way to Georgia.  

Councilman Carl Thomas stated a lot of the issues Mrs. LaGrasse mentioned in her letter they 

did touch on and spoke of. 

 

 

 

 



Cindy Cameron thanked the Town Board for the $500.00 of bed tax to fund the 3rd Annual 

Ranches, Rodeos and Wranglers book and stated the Workplace Violence Policy. She doesn’t 

know the whole background of it, but is there something you do with your employees to make 

them aware of the policy? She knows Warren County, she had to actually have a presentation 

and had to do something on the computer so they would know what Workplace Violence was. 

And when they did that they had to sign something that they understood what it was all about.  

Supervisor Thomas stated we just had a Workplace Violence Training a month ago.  

Mrs. Cameron stated it makes them aware of what could happen and then what would happen if 

they were involved.  Supervisor Thomas stated Workplace Violence is a law that is required.  

The Workplace Harassment we do have to make sure they know about.  Mrs. Cameron stated 

like Attorney Cooper said, if there were women were in the workplace versus a lot of guys. 

 

Gill Road: 

Mr. Johnsen asked if Supervisor Thomas would have the estimate or requirements that you have 

to have to comply with by the next Town Board meeting. Supervisor Thomas stated he hoped so, 

yes then we can give you an answer.  He knows when they looked at it they indicated that it was 

a county bridge because it doesn’t go face to face.  According to them it goes from the center of 

the embankment to the center of embankment, which would put it over 25 feet.  Mr. Johnsen 

stated everybody keeps changing back and forth as to whether it’s a county bridge or town 

bridge.  He owned that property for 43 years and it’s bounced back and forth for 43 years.  It was 

a county bridge, then when they did the embankments they narrowed it and the county said at 

that time, it was town because it needed to be redecked again and the county said they wouldn’t 

do it because the embankments not more than 25 feet apart. Simeon Braman redecked it and after 

that it was redecked with steel and they also beefed up the webbing between the beams. It’s the 

original beams as long as he’s had it and they rebuilt the webbing and they rebuilt the piers.  He 

didn’t know it, but two well drilling trucks have been across that bridge and they weigh 70,000 

lbs.  Everyone is trying to make this suspension bridge or something like that for 8 billion 

dollars, it’s not. It’s a very simple, inexpensive repair.  Supervisor Thomas stated no, we’re not. 

But when the State puts a 4-ton limit on it, he can’t sit here and tell you to drive a log  truck 

across it because if that log truck goes through that bridge, you’re going to be down here saying 

how come my log truck went through your bridge.  Mr. Johnsen stated a hundred trucks went 

across that bridge.  Supervisor Thomas stated that may well be. Councilman Nathan Thomas 

stated it’s when they don’t make it all the way across that’s the problem.  Supervisor Thomas 

stated then you’re going to be wanting the taxpayers to put some money in your pocket because 

the log truck went through the bridge.  Mr. Johnsen stated the log truck would be paying. 

Peter LaGrasse stated if the criteria for it to be a county bridge or town bridge is the span of the 

bridge.  The span would be to the center of the support, not to basically how wide the 

embankments are, but to where the beams rest on that support because they’re not resting.  If 

they were resting on the outer edge it would collapse immediately.  The concrete is garbage 

there.  But the word is “span” that means from the center of the support to the center of the 

support and that is probably way over the 25 feet.  Supervisor Thomas stated it is.  Mr. LaGrasse 

stated who has the criteria for those rules and did they use the word “span”? Supervisor Thomas 

stated it’s his understanding that if it’s over 25 feet its “span” and if it’s over 25 feet then it 



belongs to the county. Mr. LaGrasse asked if they use 25 feet span, that’s the point, that word 

would make the difference.  Mr. Johnsen stated the county got themselves out of maintaining it 

by saying it’s too narrow between the piers.  Mrs. LaGrasse stated they would never get a 

structural engineer to say that.  She’s not giving a structural engineering about hazardous matter 

opinion, but that is obvious, that is way over 25 feet there because face to face is relevant lousy 

concrete.  Mr. Johnsen stated there use to be 26 feet there between the piers.  Mrs. LaGrasse 

stated because they faced it with concrete.  Councilman John Thomas asked if anyone crawled 

underneath to see if there was a plague on one of the beams, that’s generally what they do, 

usually there is a green plaque hooked on the beam.  Mr. Johnsen stated they took that off, it use 

to be there.  The State took it off because they thought it was a private bridge. So now it goes 

from Private, Town to County.  Supervisor Thomas stated it’s not a private bridge.  Mr. Johnsen 

stated he knows it’s not a private bridge because 200 feet on the other side of that, back 30 some 

years ago when this whole thing started the town took 200 foot of road on the other side of the 

bridge because there use to be a mountain road there, that probably wasn’t a town road.  Then the 

town took it back, the 200 feet and it goes back at least 30 years ago, about the same time 

Simeon Braman redecked it with wood.  Councilman John Thomas asked if it’s on the towns list 

of toads. Supervisor Thomas stated yes.  Mr. Johnsen stated he has wood he can’t get out and 

there are seven families that have property on the other side of the bridge, seven taxpayers.  

Supervisor Thomas stated we will keep pursuing it.  Mr. Johnsen stated he wouldn’t care if the 

county repaired it.  Supervisor Thomas stated obviously from his prospective it would be better if 

the county did it but if you’re looking for the county to do it you’ll probably going to wait a 

while. 

 

A motion was made by Councilman John Thomas seconded by Councilwoman Ryan to adjourn 

the meeting at 8:22 PM. all in favor, motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Susan Harrington, RMC 

Town Clerk 

 


